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SB 1440 – PADILLA
Student Transfer Achievement Reform Act

Summary

SB 1440, The Student Transfer Achievement 
Reform (STAR) Act, would increase the number 
of students who successfully transfer from 
California Community Colleges (CCC) to the 
California State University system by establishing 
transfer degrees.  Those who earn the new transfer 
degree would be guaranteed admission to the
California State University (CSU) with junior
status. Clarifying and streamlining the process 
would result in students graduating more quickly 
allowing community colleges and the CSU to 
serve more students.

Background

California’s economy is directly dependent on our 
highly trained and educated workforce. Due to the 
impending retirement of a generation of baby 
boomers California faces a looming workforce 
shortage in job sectors requiring a bachelor’s
degree and above. 

As many as 100,000 state employees will be 
eligible to retire in the next five years. The U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics estimates that 43% of 
the U.S. private labor force is also eligible to retire 
between 2004 and 2012.

In addition, eight of the top ten fastest growing 
occupations require postsecondary education and 
six require a bachelor’s degree.

Since the adoption of the 1960 Master Plan for 
Higher Education, preparing students to transfer to 
a four-year university has been a core function of 
the CCC system. In fact 73% of college students 
attend community colleges. However, only 25% 
of those who intend to transfer to four-year 
universities actually do.

A key barrier to student transfer is the inconsistent,
duplicative and ever-changing coursework 
requirements that students face. These barriers 
frustrate and discourage students and add expense
to students and inefficiency to the college system.  

A study by the CCC Chancellor’s Office reports 
that the average transfer student completes 80
semester units of coursework when only 60 are 
required. The problem continues after they 
transfer. At the CSU, transfer students are taking
excess units due to duplicative degree 
requirements and course credits that did not 
transfer from community college. 

Arizona, Florida, North Carolina and Oregon have 
each created transfer degree programs that help
students transfer seamlessly. As a result, more 
students successfully transfer to a 4-year 
university and earn a bachelor’s degree in less 
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time, allowing them to enter the job market more 
quickly.  The money saved allows the higher 
education system to serve more students.

Existing Law

The coursework necessary to transfer to the CSU 
or the University of California can vary widely 
from campus to campus. Students seeking to 
transfer are frustrated and discouraged by 
conflicting and duplicative requirements. Students 
planning on applying to several CSU campuses for 
the same major may need to have completed 
different prerequisites to attend each institution. 
Many students are unable to effectively qualify for 
more than one transfer option.

Existing law does not require alignment between 
the CCC and universities. The resulting confusion 
surrounding transfer requirements delays degree
attainment, increases costs, and reduces access for 
additional students seeking admission.

This Bill

The Student Transfer Achievement Reform 
(STAR) Act would do the following:

! Mandates that CCCs create AA degrees for 
transfer to a CSU with areas of emphasis.

! Guarantees that students who earn the 
transfer degree are admitted to the CSU 
with upper division junior status.

! Precludes CCCs from requiring additional 
courses for this degree.

! Assures that transfer students will graduate
with a bachelor’s degree with 120 semester 
units or 180 quarter units, with the 
exception of certain majors.

Support

Campaign for College Opportunity (Co-Sponsor)

California Community Colleges Chancellor’s 
Office (Co-Sponsor)
California State University (Co-Sponsor)
California Teachers Association
EdVoice
Hispanas Organized for Political Equality (HOPE)
Elizabeth Atondo, Pierce College
California Chamber of Commerce
Dr. Joy McCaslin, Pierce College
Community College League
Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce
Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities
California Postsecondary Education Commission 
(CPEC)
Long Beach City College
Alliance for a Better Community
Center for Enrollment Research, Policy, and 
Practice at the University of Southern California
Contra Costa Community College District
Los Angeles Unified School District
GreenDot Public Schools
The Women’s Foundation of California
Women’s Policy Institute, Education Team
California Catholic Conference
Organization of Farmworker Women Leaders
California Communities United Institute
Stanislaus County Office of Education
San Francisco Education Fund
California Business Roundtable
California Business for Education Excellence
Mexican American Community Services Agency
Community Coalition
Girls, Inc. of Orange County
Gay-Straight Alliance Network
Los Angeles Mission College
College Options
California State Student Association
College Summit
Justice Matters
Orange County Business Council
Public Advocates
K16Bridge Program
Californians for Justice – Education Fund
Latino Coalition for a Healthy California
Greenlining Institute
SoCal CAN
San Francisco Chamber of Commerce
PolicyLink
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Progressive Christians Uniting
Project GRAD
PIQE – Parents Institute for Quality Education
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At a quick glance, priorities reflected in the Department
of Energy’s 2012 proposed budget appear remarkably
similar to its 2011 request. Its overall budget proposal for
2012 includes $29.5 billion in funding, $1.1 billion more
than last year’s proposal and $3.1 billion above DOE’s
2010 appropriation.

Complicating comparisons to other years is the fact that
DOE did not provide data for all of its 2011 programs. That aside, the most
significant change for the department may not be in the formal budget but in
the loss of some $35 billion in American Recovery & Reinvestment Act of
2009 program funding that over the past two years has augmented
department activities.

Like last year’s request, the 2012 proposal is good for science and like last
year, the budget is closely tied to President Obama’s economic and energy
development goals for the future. When explaining the budget, Energy
Secretary Steven Chu echoed the President’s State of the Union address,
describing a worldwide race to develop new clean energy technologies with
the hope that the U.S. will dominate the emerging energy marketplace.

DOE’s science programs would receive a record $11.9 billion, nearly $2
billion, or 21.5%, more than they received in 2010. However, the 2010
appropriation does not include large science allocations from the recovery
act. And although there were many gains, there were significant cuts for
longtime energy players, particularly fossil fuels and hydrogen.

Looking at the big programs, nuclear weapons activities are slated to get
$11.8 billion; energy programs, $4.8 billion; and environmental cleanup, $6.3
billion.

In addition, the Science Office fares well with an increase of 9.1% over 2010,
for a total of $5.4 billion in 2012. This amount keeps the office on a doubling track for the period 2006–17 and includes
significant gains for chemistry-related research, in part because of Chu’s continued support for the energy “research
hubs.”

These hubs, which are Chu’s brainchild, are integrated research centers that bring together a diverse group of scientists
to solve a particular energy research problem. Three hubs are being put together now, and in last year’s budget, Chu
proposed a fourth, which was not funded. With this budget, the secretary aims for three more, providing about $146
million for a six-hub effort. The new hubs would be in the areas of “smart” electric grid technologies, batteries and
energy storage, and materials science.

Chu would also continue funding for 46 “frontier research centers,” proposing $100 million, slightly less than last year.
And he would continue support for the Advanced Research Projects Agency-Energy program to develop and deploy new
advanced energy technologies. ARPA-E would receive $622 million, which includes some $100 million for a program to
increase access to wireless broadband technologies. Four new major ARPA-E areas would be explored in 2012: electrical
infrastructure, efficiency, transportation, and stationary power, Chu said.

Renewable energy technologies would get a big boost in 2012. Solar would receive $457 million, an 87.8% increase over
2010; offshore wind development would see a 60.6% increase to $127 million; geothermal, a 135.5% increase to $102
million; and electric vehicles, a 93.3% increase to $588 million.

ACS, Analytical SCENE,
Business, Careers, Economy ,
Editor, Education , Employment,
Environmental SCENE, Letters,
Government, Photo Galleries,
Policy, Movies, Multimedia,
Nanotechnology, Newscripts,
Reel Science, Safety Letters,
Science, Stem Cells, Stimulus
Funds, Technology , Vaccines,
Videos, What's That Stuff

View All Sections | View Tag
Cloud

Advertisement

Advertise Here

Advertisements

Search



Energy: Support Up For Renewable Energy | Cover Story | Chemical & Engineering News

http://pubs.acs.org.libproxy.sdsu.edu/isubscribe/journals/cen/89/i09/html/8909cover5.html[3/29/2011 3:22:37 PM]

Bookmark
Multimedia
Blog
RSS Feeds
Newsletters

ACS Resources
ACS is the leading
employment source
for recruiting scientific
professionals. ACS Careers and C&EN
Classifieds provide employers direct access
to scientific talent both in print and online.
Jobseekers | Employers

» Join ACS
Join more than 161,000
professionals in the chemical
sciences world-wide, as a
member of the American
Chemical Society.
» Join Now!

Services & Tools

Email this article to a friend Print this article Email the editor

Share on Facebook Tweet This Story Save To del.icio.us

Digg This Story Save to Reddit Stumble it

These areas, Chu said, have great potential but need support in terms of research and market deployment. He gave the
example of the SunShot Initiative, which has the goal of drastically cutting the cost of solar photovoltaic panels to $1.00
per watt in a decade, more than 80% below today’s costs. The aid would fund a combination of applied and basic
research, addressing manufacturing and installation technologies as much as fundamental research. The goal, he said, is
to make the amount of effort needed to install photovoltaic panels similar to that required to swap out a water heater.

Development of small, modular nuclear reactors was also stressed by the secretary. The reactors’ output would be about
one-third of today’s 1,000-MW-plus behemoths. “Stamped out” in a factory, he said, these reactors could serve a
worldwide market that is just now searching for new electricity sources. The budget would provide $67 million to help
design, certify, and license modular systems. With this approach, Chu said, the “U.S. could recapture leadership” in
nuclear energy.

On the other hand, hydrogen and fuel-cell R&D would be cut from $170 million in 2010 to $100 million in 2012, and
fossil-fuel R&D would be reduced by 31.4% from 2010 to $453 million in 2012—about the same funding level as
proposed for solar.

Chu’s first foray into Congress took place on Feb. 16, when he went before the Senate Energy & Natural Resources
Committee. There, he faced criticism that by choosing to increase R&D funding for solar, wind, biomass, and geothermal
and choosing to decrease spending for fossil-fuel R&D, he was picking winners and losers.

Chu responded that oil, natural gas, and coal are mature technologies that provide most of our energy today. They are
technologies we will continue to need into the future, he said. Renewables have great potential in the U.S. and
internationally, he added, but need government support to grow.
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